






















Appendix A: Conditions of Authorization / Renewal 

No conditions of authorization or renewal are applicable. 



Appendix B: Performance Framework 













































Appendix D: Charter 







https://drive.google.com/open?id=11ph3vN2nLWg0rhkhsUChHI40BuoMiUa0


Gem Prep: Meridian North 
 

SECTION 1: Educational Programs 4 

 

Section I: Educational Programs  

Educational Philosophy  
 The world is changing rapidly, and education needs to keep pace with the challenges and 
advancements students will meet in the real world. Most Idaho students simply are not 
prepared for success in college, but Gem Prep seeks to make a change in Idaho. Through the use 
of adaptive technology coupled with highly qualified teachers who use data to personalize 
instruction, Gem Prep is developing students who have the knowledge, characteristics, 
competencies, and mindsets that they will need in order to be successful in college and the next 
generation workplace.  
  
Gem Prep’s education model encompasses a graduate profile developed around the 
competencies, the skills, and characteristics necessary for tomorrow’s leaders. Gem Prep 
students will graduate with early college success in high school and with the experiences and 
accomplishments in the areas of real-world communication, rigorous academics, and superior 
independence and motivation. 
  
Proficiency in reading, writing, and math has traditionally been the entry-level threshold to the 
job market, but the 21st century’s global economy will require a workforce with a different set 
of skills in order to be competitive.  Future employees will need a more diverse skillset 
combining learning skills, literacy skills, and life skills. Students will need to be exceptional 
critical thinkers, problem solvers, innovators, communicators and collaborators in order to be 
competitive in tomorrow’s marketplace. 
 

The IBE Workforce Needs Survey indicates that students need to be prepared to use technology 
appropriately and strategically to solve problems, find information, evaluate sources, make 
connections, forge deeper understandings, and effectively communicate with others. They 
further indicate that students need to be able to ask and answer challenging questions, solves 
problems, and reflects critically on their work and performance to inform future progress. 
Students also need to demonstrate resilience and perseverance when faced with challenges, 
and collaborate productively with others from different backgrounds, experiences and 
perspectives. 
  

Student Academic Achievement Standards 
In addition to the outcomes and targets included in the Performance Certificate, Gem Prep will 
track the following outcomes to ensure student’s progress:   
 
• Sixty percent of Gem Prep’s 7th-12th grade students will take one or more advanced 

opportunities course each school year, setting their trajectory for early college success in 
high school. Completion of this goal will be tracked through the SIS, which tracks 
enrollment data, student schedules and grades. Students receiving coursework in above-
grade-level content is part of how Gem Prep fulfills its mission of providing students a 
rigorous education.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Ox7pv2caQTNJEglF47CVDEU6ueeXwKeH










https://www.edreports.org/reports
https://www.edreports.org/reports
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SA09YUjSIXm4KJhXGjbAYCoArMQF0Xxf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Waa_e8JKh4f3dr0UcJZlabwp4R6BWKLg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vc85siVRPGFAGAK2Yso4awIySeWbxmNh
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40071544?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.hmhco.com/~/media/sites/home/countries/us/pa/pdf/journeys_2014c_rct_efficacy_study-op.pdf?la=en
https://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS19Ie&PMDbProgramId=85502&elementType=correlations
http://digital.gibbssmitheducation.com/Idaho_Adventure/
http://digital.gibbssmitheducation.com/Idaho_Adventure/
https://www.instructure.com/canvas/


https://www.classdojo.com/
https://www.goguardian.com/
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• W.I.N. TIME—”What I Need” Time is an opportunity for teachers and paraprofessionals to 
work with students in small groups to address specific standards students are struggling to 
meet. This is also a time for advanced students to receive enrichment. 

During the Wednesday early release, students have a menu of opportunities to further their 
learning. Students can participate in on-campus extracurricular activities (like student council, 
math club, STEM club, etc.,), attend College Prep Academy to take advantage of tutoring services, or 
they may be released to go home.  

 
SAMPLE GRADE SCHEDULE: GRADE 1 
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SAMPLE GRADE SCHEDULE: GRADE 5 
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SAMPLE GRADE SCHEDULE: GRADE 8 

 
 

When students are working in asynchronous blocks, they will be supported by certified teachers 
and/or paraprofessionals providing tutoring, course assistance monitoring, etc. This additional 
structure assists students with necessary tools, time management and support, and also provides a 
level of expertise and encouragement toward student success. 

Strategies for Serving Special Populations  
Gem Prep believes that all students deserve and can succeed in an atmosphere of high expectations. 
However, many students need additional support to succeed in such an environment. A Response to 
Intervention (RTI) system will be implemented at Gem Prep to identify and intervene with students 
who struggle academically or behaviorally while the challenges are still relatively small. Teachers 
are trained in and expected to utilize interventions for students who need additional support. 
Further, secondary students meet with their college preparatory advisory class in a small group (15 
students or less) to learn non-academic competencies such as goal setting, mindsets, and habits of 
success. The teacher for the class also meets individually with students to review their future goals, 
their progress toward previous goals, and to reflect on progress since the last meeting. During this 
time, the teacher checks key indicators with the students (such as grades, behavior data, and 
attendance) and provides assistance or direction for the student. This is another place where 
students who face unique contextual challenges can get help or can be referred for additional help. 
The teacher’s role is to intervene and assist before problems have snowballed, but also to provide a 
place for the student to reflect and improve. 
  
Teachers norm around a definition of rigor and what it looks like in the classroom. Teachers are 
trained in equitable instruction to ensure that students from educationally disadvantaged 
circumstances are provided the same intellectual rigor as every other student, even if they need 
additional support. If an assignment, question, or activity would be given to a classroom of gifted 
and talented students at a high-priced private school, then it might be worthy of Gem Prep students 
as well. With this visualization, Gem Prep teachers are asked to hold the bar high for all students, 
but provide robust support for students who struggle. Some students may even need behavioral or 
academic intervention plans, and teachers, parents, and administrators are expected to fully 
integrate these plans. 
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The school provides a full continuum of services for students who require special education 
services. Students in need of intervention services are identified as outlined in the Individuals with 
Disabilities Act (IDEA). Once identified, the student's Individualized Educational Program (IEP) 
team establishes the necessary intervention strategy.  The IEP team consists of the classroom 
teacher, special education teacher, parents, and administrator. The team first considers support 
options, which allow students to spend as much time as possible with peers who do not receive 
special education services (LRE: Least Restrictive Environment).  
  
After determining what appropriate services and supports can be provided within the regular 
classroom, supplementary aids and interventions may be provided within the special education 
classroom, based on each student’s unique needs. Gem Prep’s special education focus is always on 
the student’s abilities and not their disabilities.  Gem Prep provides services for students as 
determined by the IEP, such as speech and language services, counseling, behavioral intervention, 
school-based occupational therapy, psychological services, etc. Gem Prep’s special education staff 
meet, or exceed, the requirements as outlined by the Idaho State Department of Education. They 
undergo continuous professional development to persist in meeting the needs of students with 
disabilities at a high level. 
  
Gem Prep will plan and budget to provide certified special education teacher(s) and other 
personnel, physical facilities that are appropriately accessible to permit access by students with 
disabilities, funding and contractual arrangements to ensure that Gem Prep students with 
disabilities will receive special education and services as required in IDEA and outlined on the 
students’ IEPs. 

Gem Prep will provide transportation for special needs students if it is determined that this is 
necessary to provide for a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).  

Professional Development Plan   
Gem has developed a strategic model to support staff development, evaluation, and retention. This 
framework places emphasis in the following areas: (a) New staff onboarding, (b) intentional culture 
building, (c) ongoing, differentiated, relevant professional development, (d) aligned observation 
and coaching practices, and (e) Gem Prep leadership pipeline. Gem Prep believes in the importance 
of high-quality professional development for all team members, especially new practitioners. 
Because of this belief, the network schedules two-full weeks of professional development for all 
new and returning staff prior to the beginning of each school year. This professional development 
time is dedicated to onboarding and unifying all staff by: (a) Introducing and updating staff on 
curriculum, (b) aligning individual, school, and network goals, (c) clarifying staff and scholar 
expectations, (d) providing work time for grade, school, network, and vertical alignment, (e) 
training and practice of Common Pictures of Excellence, (f) developing collective lesson plans and 
practicing instruction and, (g) building positive school and network cultures of trust and support. 

 
Gem Prep recognizes the importance of cultivating positive student, staff, classroom, school, and 
community culture. The school has implemented three specific strategies to build and support 
positive culture: (a) Aligned network culture guide, (b) Gem Staff and Student Circle, and (c) 
scheduled time for social-emotional learning curriculum. The Gem Prep Culture Guide outlines 
school values, expectations, and steps of celebration and restorative justice. the principal holds Gem 
Circle at least once per month with all stuff during building-level professional development time. 
The purpose of Gem Circle is to practice mindfulness, encourage a culture of unity and celebration, 
and support positive lines of communication through conflict resolution. Gem Prep teachers hold 
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Gem Circle with their class at least once per week as well, focusing on the same purpose. Gem Prep 
also schedules allotted weekly time to teach the evidence-based social-emotional curriculum. The 
purpose of this time is to encourage practices of mindfulness, develop growth mindsets, and 
cultivate social/emotional personal competencies.  
 
Gem Prep utilizes ongoing, differentiated, relevant professional development to meet their rigorous 
performance objectives. In addition to the two weeks Gem Prep dedicates to professional 
development at the beginning of the year, the network also dedicates two-hours of teacher 
contracted time per week for professional development, four-hours of after-school professional 
development per week, four full days of student-free professional development during the school 
year, and one week of student-free professional development (PD) at the end of the school year. 
Weekly PD focuses on reviewing scholar work, evaluating data, intellectual preparation of lesson 
plans, and culture building through Gem Circle and building-level meetings. Full PD days 
throughout the school year provide multiple learning pathways for individual needs based on 
observation results, student achievement data, administrative input, and staff and student 
feedback. Practitioners are provided the opportunity to self-select relevant PD aligned with their 
strengths, areas of opportunity, and educational trends. 

 
Gem Prep believes Common Pictures of Excellence (CPE), aligned observation practices, and 
strategic coaching strategies lead to instructional fidelity, excellence, and student achievement. CPE 
provide clear and aligned expectations of what excellent instruction and, more importantly, 
excellent learning looks like. The CPE define and detail instructional strategies and procedures such 
as: (a) Hallway behavior, (b) learning posture, (c) response strategies, (d) habits of discussion, (e) 
annotating text, (f) classroom and school transitions, (g) read aloud routines, and (h) partner work. 
CPE provide aligned management and instructional strategies to create safe, academically focused 
learning spaces. Because Gem Prep utilizes CPE, administrators are able to align observation 
rubrics, expectations, practices, and coaching strategies. Gem Prep administrations, including 
network leadership and building leadership, meet for two hours each week to review videos of Gem 

Prep teaching instruction, calibrate evaluation criteria, develop collective active steps, and practice 
coaching scripts and strategies. This alignment of expectations, observations, and coaching ensures 
implementation fidelity of the educational model. 
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Section II: Financial and Facilities Plans   

Fiscal Philosophy and Spending Priorities  
The Gem Prep board and staff believe that thorough financial training, expertise, and accountability 
are all essential elements of a successful school. For that reason, Gem Prep employs staff 
experienced in successful financial management. The current CFO has 25 years of successful school 
finance experience. Financial reports are reviewed each month as part of the board data dashboard. 
Gem Prep seeks to always have at least two board members with financial expertise, who serve on 
our Board Finance Committee. The finance staff attend regular training to keep their knowledge 
current and to stay abreast of any changes in the law or financial practice.   
 
The Board is confident in the financial projections due to their grounding in current Gem Prep 
schools. While the approach is always to budget conservatively, Gem Prep also bases the financial 
projections on historical data and experience with existing Gem Prep schools. Gem Prep’s spending 
priorities are focused on student investments, particularly on staff and instructional programming. 
Every expenditure is evaluated on how it impacts student outcomes.  
 
One indicator that is of particular importance is the fund balance. The Gem Prep board of directors 
believes maintaining a healthy fund balance is essential to the preservation of the financial integrity 
of the school. A healthy fund balance provides stability to students and staff through unanticipated 
interruptions in cash flow, changes in funding formulas or other regulations, emergencies, the 
ability to invest in opportunities, and meet the long-term goals of the school and organization.  As a 
demonstration of our commitment to this philosophy, the organization’s brick and mortar Gem 
Prep Schools have an average of 3.8 months of operating reserves. The fund balance is one of the 
standards against which the school’s fiscal performance can be judged.    
 

Transportation and Food Service Plans  
Transportation 
 
Gem Prep understands the importance of providing student transportation, therefore Gem Prep: 
Meridian North plans to offer student transportation in their first year.  Gem Prep plans to contract 
with a bus service for transportation. The school will follow all state reporting requirements for 
transportation.  A formal bid process as outlined by the Idaho State Department of Education and 
Idaho Code will be followed.   Transportation will be provided to the student population as outlined 
in Idaho Code. 
  
Students with special needs will be provided transportation in accordance with the requirements of 
state and federal law.  A student’s IEP will determine if transportation is required and the best 
method of transportation.  All transportation will adhere to the IDEA.  Transportation of field trips, 
excursions, and extracurricular activities will be provided by the school through contracted 
services, and supported through donations from families, as well as philanthropic avenues. 

Food Services 
 
Gem Prep believes that no child should go without food and intends to provide a lunch program to 
students. Gem Prep is currently investigating two options for implementing the lunch program. 
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Option 1: 
Similar to Gem Prep: Meridian and Gem Prep: Nampa, the school may contract with the Nampa 
School District to provide meal planning and meals to the school.  Under this option Gem Prep: 
Meridian North would submit an application to be part of the National School Lunch Program 
(NSLP).  The operations team will manage all reporting requirements, FRL forms, direct 
certifications, and lunch room and serving staffing. 
  
Option 2: 
NNU/Sodexo has shown interest in providing meals to the school. Though this option may not 
include participation in the NSLP, the school intends to offer free and reduced lunches to those who 
qualify.  Similar to Option 1 NNU/Sodexo would provide the meal planning and meals.  The 
operations team will manage all reporting requirements, FRL forms, direct certifications, and lunch 
room and serving staffing. 
  
If Gem Prep participates in the National Lunch Program, free and reduced data will be collected 
annually by individual FRL forms and/or through Direct Certification. The forms will be collected 
at the beginning of each school year. Gem Prep will pursue receiving a high percentage of 
respondents to the FRL survey.  Students who qualify for free or reduced lunches will be offered a 
lunch for free or at a reduced price, whether or not the school participates in the NSLP program.  
GPMN will only choose the option of providing a lunch program without NSLP reimbursement if it 
is sustainable within the constraints of the budget. 

 
Families will be notified about the nutrition options through various communication avenues such 
as on-campus events like ‘back to school night’, as well as in-house announcement TV screen, 
Facebook, flyers, teacher newsletters, principal newsletter, emails, Class Dojo, etc. 

Financial Management and Monitoring Plan  
Gem Prep has developed a sustainable and comprehensive operational and financial plan including 
curriculum, technology, staffing, facilities, and support services. Gem Prep: Meridian North is part of 
a network of Gem Prep schools who share administrative and business services in order to direct 
financial resources towards supporting the Gem Prep college preparatory model.  
  
The Board of Directors is comprised of a seasoned group of professionals with expertise and in 
areas such as finance, law, real estate, and governance. Further strengthening the board, the current 
board chair has five years of governance experience with Gem Prep schools, and the vice-chair has 
10 years.  In addition, the CEO has 12 years of experience operating Idaho charter schools and the 
CFO has 25 years’ school finance experience. (See Appendix F4: Management Team Resumes.) 
  
Gem Prep will comply with the financial reporting requirements of Idaho Code Section 33-701 (5-
10).  The Board will have prepared and published, within one hundred twenty (120) days from the 
last day of each fiscal year, an annual statement of financial condition and report of the school as of 
the end of such fiscal year in a form prescribed by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
pursuant to Idaho Code Section 33-701(5)(6). 
  
The Board will present and discuss all financial matters at public sessions and will post all financial 
results, budgets, audits, contracts and disbursements electronically on the Gem Prep website. The 
Board will hold an annual public hearing where the budget is discussed in detail. The Board will 
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post notices of all meetings, including financial meetings, at the Gem Prep school site as well as two 
other public sites within the attendance area, such as at a public library. 
  
Such annual statement shall include, but not be limited to, the amounts of money budgeted and 
received, and from what sources, and the amounts budgeted and expended for salaries and other 
expenses by category. The annual statement will be submitted to the State Department of Education 
and the charter authorizer as required by law. 
  
The school will place copies of all teacher contracts and vendor contracts on the school website.  In 
addition, the school will place a listing of all disbursements on the website and makes available all 
such information upon request. 
  
Annually, Gem Prep will file with the State Department of Education such financial and statistical 
reports as may require pursuant to Idaho Code Section 33-701(7).  Gem Prep will destroy all claims 
or vouchers paid five years from the date the same was canceled and paid pursuant to Idaho Code 
Section 33-701(8). 
  
Gem Prep will review the school budget periodically and make appropriate budget 
adjustments.  Amended budgets shall be submitted to the State Department of Education pursuant 
to Idaho Code Section 33-701(9).  
  
Gem Prep will invest any money coming into the hands of the school in investments permitted by 
section 67-120 of the Idaho Code. 
  
The CEO and CFO compile a proposed budget based on the state funding formula with input from 
principals and department administrators. The CFO will present the proposed budget to the Board 
Finance committee.  After the budget is developed, Gem Prep will publish a budget hearing notice 
per Idaho Code.  The finance committee then recommends the final budget for adoption to the 
Board of Directors.  Gem Prep posts the approved budget on the School’s website and submits a 
copy to SDE.  
  
The board of directors will be responsible for the financial management of Gem Prep. The board of 
directors’ role in financial management will include, but not be limited to the following: 
 
• Establishment of operating and capital budgets 

• Long-term financial planning and preparations 

• Monthly review of budget-to-actual financial performance providing for adequate oversight of 

financial performance and the opportunity to adjust expenditures as necessary to ensure 

operation within budget 

• Monthly review of cash flow projections 

• Establishment of internal financial policies consistent with the requirements of state law and 

Generally Accepted Accounting Principles to provide for adequate financial controls.  

(Appendix A1: Financial Summary, Appendix A2: Pre-Opening Budget, Appendix A3: Three-Year 
Operating Budget and Break-Even Year 1 Scenario, Appendix A4: Cash Flow Projection for Initial 
Operating Year, Appendix F3: JAKAFF Grant.) 

















http://bit.ly/GPMNattendance




https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MRVttoqIXXJVA5sbCt8YAGAzmUCMVtNU/view
https://www.westada.org/cms/lib/ID01904074/Centricity/Domain/7202/Facilities%20Plan.pdf
https://www.westada.org/cms/lib/ID01904074/Centricity/Domain/7202/Facilities%20Plan.pdf
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Background 

 
This Closure Protocol is aligned to Idaho statute and rule and is designed to reflect best practices for 

managing the school closure process in an organized manner that protects the state, students and the 

community. 

 

The Idaho Public Charter School Commission Closure Protocol is based on the Colorado Charter School 

Sample Closure Framework released in 2011 and publicly available at www.charterschoolquality.org. The 

Colorado Sample Closure Framework was created through the collaborative work of the Colorado 

Department of Education, the Colorado League of Charter Schools, and the Colorado Charter School 

Institute.  

 

The Colorado Charter School Sample Closure Framework incorporated information from the following 

sources: 

1.  Accountability in Action: A Comprehensive Guide to Charter School Closure. Edited by Kim 

Wechtenhiser, Andrew Wade, and Margaret Lin. National Association of Charter School 

Authorizers (2010). 

2.  Colorado Charter School Institute Closure Project Plan (2010). 

3.  Charter Renewal. Charter Schools Institute, The State University of New York (SUNY).  

4.  Pre‐Opening Checklist and Closing Checklist. Office of Education Innovation, Office of the Mayor, 

City of Indianapolis. 

5.  2010‐2011 Charter Renewal Guidelines. District of Columbia Public Charter School Board. 

 
During the revision process, the following additional sources were integrated into the Idaho Public Charter 

School Commission Closure Protocol: 

6.  Navigating the Closure Process.  Matthew Shaw.  Authorizing Matters Issue Brief, May 2011.  

National Association of Charter School Authorizers (2011).  
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Introduction 

Charter school closures happen when a school’s charter is revoked, non‐renewed, or relinquished.   A number of 

factors can lead to closure of the school, including poor academic performance, finances, governance, or safety 

issues.  Regardless of the reasons for closure, the board of directors of the public charter school is responsible for 

managing the closure and dissolution process.2  Cooperation between the public charter school board and 

administrator, authorizer, and other state entities can allow for the facilitation of a smooth process that 

“minimize[s] disruption for students while ensuring that public funds are used appropriately.”3  

 
The closure process should begin as soon as the 

authorizer or the charter school board takes initial 

action to close the school, regardless of whether an 

appeals process has been completed or the decision 

has been finalized.  This allows the school and 

authorizer to discuss the potential closure, identify a 

tentative timeline for the final decision, and work 

together to establish a closure team and clear paths 

of communication with each other, stakeholders, and 

the community.   

 

Whenever possible, the authorizer and public charter 

school should work together to ensure that the 

school is able to operate through the completion of 

the regularly‐scheduled school year.   Under most 

circumstances, this should allow adequate time to 

complete all closure tasks.  More importantly, it 

minimizes instructional gaps for students. However, 

there are occasions when it is necessary for a school 

to close mid‐year.  In these cases, students’ 

educational transitions should be the highest priority.  

The school, authorizer, and other state entities must 

also identify the appropriate closure team and work 

closely together to prioritize closure tasks and 

manage their completion in as organized and efficient 

manner as possible.   

 

Though individual schools should develop closure 

plans that are tailored to their situation, resources, 

and needs, all schools should keep the following 

primary goals in mind: 

1. Providing educational services in accordance with 
the charter and performance certificate until the 
end of the school year, or the agreed upon date 
when instruction will stop. 

2. Reassigning students to schools that meet their 
educational needs. 

3. Addressing the school’s financial, legal and 
reporting obligations. 

 
The closure process has many tasks, which are 

illustrated in the chart below.  Based on the 

circumstances surrounding the closure, not all tasks in 

this protocol may apply.   When the charter school, 

authorizer, and other state entities meet at the outset 

of the closure process, they should refer to the Closure 

Protocol and identify which tasks will be required or 

necessary.  During this meeting, responsible parties and 

completion dates should be agreed upon to ensure a 

transparent and smooth closure.  The template that 

follows includes the basic tasks that will usually need to 

be addressed to close a school; the format allows for 

the insertion of responsible parties and task deadlines.

 

Endnotes 

1 Peyser, J. and Marino, M.  “Why Good Authorizers Should Close Bad 

Schools.”  Accountability in Action: A Comprehensive Guide to Charter 
School Closure.  National Association of Charter School Authorizers 
(2010).  Pages 6 and 9. 

2 I.C. § 33‐5212 

3 Shaw, M.  “Navigating the Closure Process.” Authorizing Matters 

Issue Brief, May 2011.  National Association of Charter School 
Authorizers (2011).  Pages 2‐3. 
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Notification and Initial Steps 
 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED ACTIONS 
ENTITIES 
INVOLVED 

INDIVIDUALS 
RESPONSIBLE 

DEADLINE  STATUS 

Meet with PCSC and SDE staff 
Within 3 business days of the authorizer’s or school’s initial / intended closure 
decision, the charter school administrator and a representative of the school’s 
board will meet (in‐person or via telephone or web conference) with staff 
representatives of the PCSC and SDE to: 

1. Review the remaining process for finalizing the closure decision as 
applicable  

2. Review the Closure Protocol and tasks and clarify critical deadlines 
3. Identify points of contact for media or community questions  

4. Draft communication to staff, families, and affected districts  

School,  
PCSC,  
SDE 

     

Notify Parents / Guardians of Potential Closure 
1. Within one week of the authorizer’s or school’s initial / intended closure 

decision, the charter school will send letters to enrolled families.  
Notification should include: 

 The reasons for closure. 
 If applicable, an explanation of the appeals process and likely timeline 
for a final decision. 

 Assurance that instruction will continue through the end of the 
school year or an estimation of when instruction will cease. 

 Assurance that after a final decision is reached, parents/students will 
be notified and assisted in the reassignment process. 

 Public Charter School Closure FAQ. 
 Contact information for parents/guardians with questions. 

School, 
PCSC 
 

 
 

 

 

 

   

Notify School Districts Materially Impacted 
1. Within one week of the authorizer’s or school’s initial / intended closure 

decision, the charter school will send letters to districts materially 
impacted by the closure decision.  Notification should include: 

 The reasons for closure. 
 If applicable, an explanation of the appeals process and likely timeline 
for a final decision. 

 Copy of the letter sent to parents. 
 Public Charter School Closure FAQ. 
 Contact information for questions. 

School,  
PCSC 

     

Meet with Charter School Faculty and Staff 
Administrator and charter board chair meet with the faculty and staff to: 

1. Discuss reasons for closure, status of appeals process (if applicable), and 
likely timeline for a final decision. 

2. Emphasize importance of maintaining continuity of instruction through 
the end of the school year. 

3. Emphasize need to limit expenditures to necessities.  
4. Discuss plans for helping students find new schools and need for teachers 

and staff to have organized student files prepared for transfer. 
5. Identify date when last salary checks will be issued, when benefits 

terminate, and anticipated last day of work. 
6. Describe assistance, if any, that will be provided to faculty and staff to find 

new positions. 

School       

Review and Report on Finances 
1. Review budget to ensure that funds are sufficient to operate the school 

through the end of the school year, if applicable.  Communicate with the 
PCSC and SDE regarding financial status and next steps. 

2. Limit expenditures to only those in the approved budget and delay 
approving expenditures that might no longer be necessary until a revised 
budget is approved. 

3. Communicate with the SDE regarding whether there are any anticipated 
changes to remaining disbursements from the state. 

School, 
PCSC,  
SDE  
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Send Additional and Final Notifications 
1. Notify parents and affected school districts in writing after key events 

(e.g., denial of an appeal) and when the closure decision is final.   

2. The letters notifying staff, parents, and other districts of the final closure 
decision should include:  

 The last day of instruction. 
 Any end‐of‐the‐year activities that are planned to make the transition 
easier for parents and students. 

 Assistance that will be provided to families in identifying new schools. 
This may include a list of school options; application deadlines or 
open house dates for traditional public, public charter, or private 
schools; or individual meetings with families. 

 Basic information about the process for access and transfer of 
student and personnel records. 

School,  
PCSC 
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Develop/Monitor Implementation of the Closure Plan 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED ACTIONS 
ENTITIES 
INVOLVED 

INDIVIDUALS 
RESPONSIBLE 

DEADLINE  STATUS 

Establish Transition Team, Develop Closure Plan, and Assign Roles
1. Contact appropriate entities to establish a transition team, including: 

 A member of the PCSC staff 

 A member of the SDE staff 

 Charter school board chair 
 Lead administrator from the charter school 

 Lead finance person from the charter school 

 Additional members as deemed appropriate  

2. Develop plan, review roles of primary entities, identify individuals 
responsible for closure tasks, and exchange contact information. 

School,  
PCSC,  
SDE 

     

Establish a Schedule for Meetings and Interim Status Reports
Agree on a meeting schedule to review progress and interim, written status 
reports to include: 

1. Reassignment of students and transfer of student records. 
2. Identification of long‐term storage location of student and personnel 

records; plan for access and communication to parents regarding access. 
3. Notification to entities doing business with the school. 
4. The status of the school’s finances, including outstanding expenses and 

payment of creditors and contractors. 
5. Sale, dissolution, or return of assets. 
6. Submission of all required reports and data to the authorizer and/or state. 

School       

Submit Final Closure Report 
Submit the completed closure Protocol document and appropriate final closure 
documents to the PCSC (see the Reporting section for more details). 

School       
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Finalize School Affairs: Governance and Operations 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED ACTIONS 
ENTITIES 
INVOLVED 

INDIVIDUALS 
RESPONSIBLE 

DEADLINE  STATUS 

Maintain Identifiable Location 
Maintain the school’s current location through the winding up of its affairs or 
relocate its business records and remaining assets to a location with operational 
telephone service that has voice message capability. 

School       

Protect School Assets 
Protect the school’s assets and any assets in the school that belong to others 
against theft, misappropriation and deterioration. 

1. Maintain existing insurance coverage on assets, including facility, until the 
disposal of such assets in accordance with the closure plan. 

2. Negotiate school facility insurance with entities that may take possession 
of school facility – lenders, mortgagors, bond holders, etc. 

3. Obtain or maintain appropriate security services. Action may include 
moving assets to secure storage after closure or loss of facility. 

School       

Notify Commercial Lenders / Bond Holders (if applicable)
If the school has existing loans ‐ Within 10 days after the final decision to close 
the charter school (after appeals process is complete), notify banks, bond 
holders, etc., of the school’s closure and projected dates for the school’s last 
payment towards its debt and if/when default will occur. 

School       

Terminate EMO /CMO Agreement (if applicable) 
Review the management agreement and take steps needed to terminate the 
agreement at the end of the school year or prior to the intended closure date. 

1. The management company should be asked for a final invoice and 
accounting, including an accounting of any retained school funds and the 
status of grant funds. 

2. The school and the management company should agree upon how the 
company will continue to provide educational services until the last day of 
instruction. 

The school and the management company agree when other services including 
business services will end. 

School       

Notify Contractors and Terminate Contracts 
1. Notify all contractors, including food service and transportation, of school 

closure. 
2. Retain records of past contracts and payments. 
3. Terminate contracts for goods and services as of the last date such goods 

or services will be needed. 

School       

Notify Employees and Benefit Providers 
1. Whenever possible, provide employees with formal, written notification 

of termination of employment at least 60 days before closure to include 
date of termination of all benefits in accordance with applicable law and 
regulations (i.e. WARN and COBRA) and eligibility for unemployment 
insurance pursuant to federal or state law or regulations of the Idaho 
Department of Labor.  
 

2. Notify benefit providers of pending termination of all employees, to 
include: 

 Medical, dental, vision plans. 

 Life insurance. 
 PERSI, 403(b), or other retirement plans 

 

3. Consult legal counsel as specific rules and regulations may apply to such 
programs. 

School        
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Finalize School Affairs: Governance and Operations (continued) 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED ACTIONS 
ENTITIES 
INVOLVED 

INDIVIDUALS 
RESPONSIBLE 

DEADLINE  STATUS 

Maintain and Organize Records 
1. Maintain all corporate records related to: 

 Loans, bonds, mortgages and other financing. 

 Contracts. 
 Leases. 
 Assets and their sale, redistribution, etc. 
 Grants ‐‐ records relating to federal grants must be kept in 

accordance with 34 CFR 80.42. 

 Governance (minutes, bylaws, policies). 

 Accounting/audit, taxes and tax status, etc. 
 Employees (background checks, personnel files). 

 Employee benefit programs and benefits. 

 Any other items listed in the closure plan. 
 

2. Determine where records will be stored after dissolution. 

School        

Transfer Student Records and Testing Material 
1. Ensure that all student records are organized and complete 

2. Within 10 days of receiving a records request, send student records, 
including final grades and evaluations, to the students’ parent  or new 
district and/or school, including: 

 Individual Education Programs (IEPs) and all records regarding special 
education and supplemental services. 

 Student health / immunization records. 

 Attendance record. 
 Any testing materials required to be maintained by the school. 

 Student transcripts and report cards. 
 All other student records. 

3. Document the transfer of records to include: 

 Date of transfer (for each individual student file transferred). 
 Signature and printed name of the charter school representative 
releasing the records. 

 Name and contact information of the receiver’s representative.  

 The total number and percentage of general and special education 
records transferred. 

School       

Inventory Assets and Prepare Federal Items for Pick‐up
1. Inventory school assets, and identify items: 

 Loaned from other entities. 

 Encumbered by the terms of a contingent gift, grant or donation, or a 
security interest. 

 Belonging to the EMO/CMO, if applicable, or other contractors. 

 Purchased with federal grants or funds (i.e. Charter Start grant) 
 Items purchased with federal funds should be listed on the 

Federal Items Inventory spreadsheet provided by the PCSC.  
The list should be very detailed and complete, and items 
should not be sold or re‐distributed. 

2. Return assets not belonging to school where appropriate 
documentation exists.  Keep records of assets returned. 

3. Organize and pack items purchased with federal funds and arrange for 
PCSC walk‐through and pick‐up. 

 Boxes should be packed, closed, taped, and clearly labeled with 
name(s) and/or number(s) corresponding to the inventory. 

 PCSC walk‐though must be scheduled in advance and must be 
at least 2 days prior to the scheduled move day.   

 At the time of the walk‐through, all federal items must be 
prepared and distinctly separate from other school assets.  If 
the school’s items are not adequately prepared for moving, the 
PCSC will delay the date for pick‐up of federal items. 

School,  
PCSC 
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Finalize School Affairs: Finance 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED ACTIONS 
ENTITIES 
INVOLVED 

INDIVIDUALS 
RESPONSIBLE 

DEADLINE  STATUS 

Maintain IRS 501(c)(3) Status 
Maintain IRS 501(c)(3) status until final dissolution.  Notify IRS regarding any 
address change(s) and file required tax returns and reports. 

School       

Notify Funding Sources / Charitable Partners 
Notify all funding sources, including charitable partners of school closure. Notify 
state and federal agencies overseeing grants / programs of school closure. 

School       

Review and Revise School Budget 
1. Review the school’s budget and overall financial condition. 
2. Make revisions, taking closure expenses into account closure while 

prioritizing continuity of instruction.  Submit budget to PCSC and SDE. 
3. Identify acceptable use of reserve funds. 

School,  
PCSC,  
SDE 

     

List all Creditors and Debtors 
Formulate a list of creditors and debtors and any amounts accrued and unpaid 
with respect to such creditor or debtor.  Note that the creditor list is not the same 
as the contractor list (above), but should include any contractors with whom the 
school owes money (based on a contract or invoice). 
1. Creditors include lenders, mortgage holders, bond holders, equipment 

suppliers, service providers and secured and unsecured creditors.  
2. Debtors include persons who owe the school fees or credits, any lessees or 

sub‐lessees of the school, and any person holding property of the school. 

School        

Notify Debtors and Process Payments 
Contact debtors to request payment.  Process and document received payments. 

School       

Determine PERSI Obligations 
Contact PERSI to determine remaining liabilities for employee retirement 
program. 

School       

Notify and Pay Creditors 
1. Notify all creditors of the school’s closure and request final invoices.   
2. Sell appropriate assets. 
3. Prioritize and pay creditors in accordance with I.C. § 33‐5212(2). 

Document payments made. 

School       

Itemize Financials 
Review, prepare and make available the following: 
1. Fiscal year‐end financial statements. 
2. Cash analysis. 
3. Bank statements for the year, investments, payables, unused checks, 

petty cash, bank accounts, and payroll reports including taxes. 
4. Collect and void all unused checks and destroy all credit and debit cards. 

Close accounts after transactions have cleared. 

School       

Close Out All State and Federal Grants 
Close out state, federal, and other grants. This includes filing any required 
expenditure reports or receipts and any required program reports, including 
disposition of grant assets. 

School, 
SDE,  
Fed 

     

Prepare Final Financial Statement 
Retain an independent accountant to prepare a final statement of the status of all 
contracts and obligations of the school and all funds owed to the school, showing:
1. All assets and the value and location thereof. 
2. Each remaining creditor and amounts owed. 
3. Statement that all debts have been collected or that good faith efforts 

have been made to collect same. 
4. Each remaining debtor and the amounts owed. 

School       

Complete Final Financial Audit 
Complete a financial audit of the school in accordance with statute by a date to 
be determined by the authorizer.  Submit final audit to the PCSC and SDE. 

School, 
PCSC,  
SDE 

     

Reconcile with State 
Reconcile state billings and payments. Reimbursement of funds previously 
disbursed to the school may be required. 

School, 
SDE 
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Finalize School Affairs: Reporting 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED ACTIONS 
ENTITIES 
INVOLVED 

INDIVIDUALS 
RESPONSIBLE 

DEADLINE  STATUS 

Prepare and Submit End‐of‐Year Reports 
1. Communicate with the PCSC regarding necessary end‐year or annual data 

or reporting that needs to be submitted and identify deadlines. 

2. Prepare and submit annual reports to the authorizer. 

School,  
PCSC 

     

Prepare Final Report Cards and Student Records Notice
Provide parents / guardians with copies of final report cards and notice of where 
student records will be sent along with contact information. 

School       

Prepare and Submit Final ISEE Report 
Within 10 days of final closure, submit a final ISEE report to the SDE. 

School,  
SDE 

     

Prepare and Submit Final Budget and Financial Reporting 
Within 120 days of final closure, submit a final budget and financial reporting, 
including final financial audit, to the SDE. 

School, 
SDE 

     

Prepare and Submit All Other Required State and Federal Reports
1. Communicate with the SDE and the federal government to identify any 

outstanding or final reports required for federal, state, or special 
programs (special education, Title I, etc.) and confirm deadlines. 

2. Prepare and submit reports to the SDE and/or federal government. 

School, 
SDE 

     

Prepare and Submit Final Closure Report to the PCSC
Submit the completed closure Protocol document and a narrative and/or 
attachments that outline the following: 

1. The name and contact information of the individual(s) with whom the 
PCSC can follow‐up after closure if there are questions or issues to be 
addressed 

2. The school’s final financial status, including the final independent audit 

3. The status of the transfer and storage of student records, including: 

 The school’s total enrollment at the start of the final semester 

 The number and percentage of student records that have been 
transferred prior to closure 

 The plan for storage and access to student records after closure, 
including the signature of the person / entity that has agreed to be 
responsible for transferring records after closure 

 A copy of public communication to parents regarding how to access 
student records after closure 

4. The status of the transfer and storage of personnel records, including: 

 The school’s total number of staff at the beginning of the final 
semester 

 The number and percentage of personnel records that have been 
distributed to staff and/or new employers 

 If necessary, the plan for storage and access to personnel records 
after closure, including the signature of the person / entity that has 
agreed to be responsible for transferring records after closure 

 A copy of communication to staff regarding how to access personnel 
records after closure 

5. Additional documentation (inventories, operational info, etc.) may be 
included with the report 

School, 
PCSC 
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Dissolution 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUIRED ACTIONS 
ENTITIES 
INVOLVED 

INDIVIDUALS 
RESPONSIBLE 

DEADLINE  STATUS 

Dissolve the Charter School (I.C. § 30‐3‐110) 
1. Give appropriate notice of the meeting per Open Meeting law and statute, 

including the intention to vote on the dissolution of the corporation. 

2. The charter school board adopts a plan of dissolution indicating to whom 
the assets of the non‐profit corporation will be distributed after all 
creditors have been paid. (I.C. § 33‐5206(9)) 

3. Unless otherwise provided in the bylaws, the board of directors votes on 
the resolution to dissolve.  A non‐profit corporation is dissolved upon the 
effective date of its articles of dissolution. (I.C. § 30‐3‐112) 

School       

Notify the Secretary of State (I.C. § 30‐3‐112) 
1. After the resolution to dissolve is authorized, dissolve the corporation by 

delivering to the Secretary of State for filing articles of dissolution setting 
forth: 

 The name of the non‐profit corporation. 

 The date dissolution was authorized. 
 A statement that dissolution was approved by sufficient vote of the 
board. 

 If approval of members was not required (commonly true for public 
charter schools), a statement to that effect and a statement that 
dissolution was approved by a sufficient vote of the board of 
directors or incorporators 

 Such additional information as the Secretary of State determines is 
necessary or appropriate. 

School       

Notify Known Claimants (I.C. § 30‐3‐114) 
Give written notice of the dissolution to known claimants after the effective date 
of the dissolution.  Claimants have 120 days from the effective date of the written 
notice to submit a claim. 

School       

End Corporate Existence (I.C. § 30‐3‐113) 
A dissolved non‐profit corporation continues its corporate existence, but may not 
carry on any activities except as is appropriate to wind up and liquidate its affairs, 
including:  

1. Preserving and protecting its assets and minimizing its liabilities. 

2. Discharging or making provision for discharging its liabilities. 

3. Disposing of its properties that will not be distributed in kind. 

4. Returning, transferring or conveying assets held by the corporation upon a 
condition requiring return, transfer or conveyance, which condition occurs 
by reason of dissolution, in accordance with such condition. 

5. Transferring, subject to any contractual or legal requirements, its assets as 
provided in or authorized by its articles of incorporation or bylaws. 

6. Doing every other act necessary to wind up and liquidate its assets and 
affairs.  

School       

Notify IRS 
Notify the IRS of dissolution of the education corporation and its 501(c)(3) status 
and furnish a copy to the authorizer. 

School       
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“If charter schools are to have any hope of transforming public education, they cannot 
settle for simply being pretty good or just above average – especially when that average is 
well below what students need to succeed in the world.  From this perspective, charter 
schools need to be about excellence.  Specifically, they need to prove that excellence is 
possible and achievable at scale and under difficult circumstances, even with students whom 
others may have given up on.” 
 
“All of those who embark on this perilous journey of hope deserve our deepest gratitude 
and respect for embracing this challenge with courage, persistence and good faith.  But 
these virtues alone are not enough.  Charter schools are not supposed to rest on good 
intentions and earnest effort; they are supposed to achieve meaningful results 
demonstrated by a sound body of evidence over the charter term.  Charter schools that 
cannot deliver on that promise, either to their students or the broader public, need to be 
closed.  This is the unpleasant, but imperative responsibility of authorizers.” 
 

-- James A. Peyser and Maura Marino. “Why Good Authorizers Should Close Bad Schools.”1  
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